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Questions 5: Evaluating Qualitative and Quantitative Research Design
5. Which characteristics should be appraised when evaluating qualitative and quantitative research design? Which characteristics are the most important and why?
	There are various characteristics that should be appraised when evaluating qualitative and quantitative research design. First, did the qualitative and the quantitative research design describe the important problem formulated in the research question? (Rubin & Babbie, 2016). Second, was the research design appropriate? Third, how were the participants selected? Fourth, what roles did the researchers play in conducting the study and was this taken into consideration? What methods were used to collect data and are they described in detail? Fifth, what were the methods used to analyze data and what were the measures taken to ensure that the scientific rigor exist? One of the most important characteristics is the methods used to collect data because they tend to clarify the hypothesis and fulfill the research question. The second important characteristic is the methods used to analyze data (Rubin & Babbie, 2016). This is because the qualitative and the quantitative research designs usually collect large volumes of data and hence the researcher must have identified how data will be managed. 
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